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finite duty and gratitude I owe my Lord Bolingbroke, by
doing an ill office to a person honoured with such par-
ticular marks of his Lordship's esteem. I might add to this,
that I really loved Mr. Watkins; and I beg you, Sir, to
urge him to the proof, whether my whole behaviour was
not such, as might justify the warmest professions I can
make of that kind. After all this, how comes it, that he,
either in raillery or good earnest, accuses me of having any
resentment against him? By word of mouth when he left
us, by letters so long as he allowed me to correspond with
him, and by all the people that ever went from Utrecht to
Flanders, have I importuned him for the continuance of
his friendship; and, perhaps, even in his absence, if he
pleases to reflect, given him a very'essential proof of mine.
If anybody has thought it worth their while to sow division
between us, I wish he thought it worth his to let me into
the secret; and nothing, he may be sure, shall be wanting
on my side to defeat a stratagem, which, for aught I know,
may end in the starving of his humble servant; which leads
me naturally to the second thing proposed to be spoken to
in my text; namely, my circumstances.

For between you and me, Sir, I apprehend that the
Treasury will issue out no money on my account, till they
know what is due on that of Mr. Watkins; and if he has
any pretensions, I have none, that I know of, but what are
as precarious to me, as a stiver I gave away but now to a
beggar, was to him. Is it possible that Mr. Watkins can
demand the pay of a commission, which is, by the Queen
herself, actually superseded, during his absence from his
post? Or is it not as plainly said in mine, that I am her
Majesty's Secretary during such his absence, as in his that
he was so, while he resided here? If I must be crushed,
Sir, for God's sake let some reason be alleged for it; or
else an ingenuous confession made, that stat pro ratione
voluntas. If you can fix Mr. Watkins to any final deter-
mination on this subject, you will do me a singular service,
and I shall take my measures accordingly. Though I
know your power, I cannot help distrusting it on this
occasion.

Before I conclude, give me leave to put you in mind of
beating my thanks into my Lord Bolingbroke's ears, for his
late generosity, to the end that his Lordship may be
wearied out of the evil habit he has got, of heaping more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